
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR TODAY 

November 7, 2012 
 
Dear Friends,  

  
I encourage you to join us each day in the Thanksgiving Challenge (see attachment). 
  
Encouragment for today comes from Lamentations 3. 

Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness. Surely my soul 

remembers and is bowed down within me.  

This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope. The LORD's lovingkindnesses indeed never 

cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness. 

"The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him." The LORD is 

good to those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him. It is good that he waits silently 
for the salvation of the LORD. (Lam. 3:19-26) 

For the Lord will not reject forever, for if He causes grief, then He will have compassion 
according to His abundant lovingkindness. (Lam. 3:31-32) 

Why should any living mortal, or any man, offer complaint in view of his sins? Let us examine 

and probe our ways, and let us return to the LORD. We lift up our heart and hands toward 
God in heaven...(Lam. 3:39-41) 

I called on Thy name, O LORD, out of the lowest pit. Thou hast heard my voice, "Do not hide 

Thine ear from my prayer for relief, from my cry for help." Thou didst draw near when I 

called on Thee; Thou didst say, "Do not fear!" O Lord, Thou didst plead my soul's cause; 
Thou hast redeemed my life. (Lam. 3:55-58) 

This passage describes how Jeremiah moves from his current experience of despair that has a 
rotting effect on his soul (affliction, wandering, wormwood, and bitterness), to hope. His hope 
comes from remembering God's lovingkindness (hesed--same word used in Psalm 92), and 
unfailing compassion that are new every morning (cf. Ps. 92:1-4). He rehearses God's 
faithfulness (cf. Ps. 92:1-4) and tells himself that the Lord is His portion--God is His sufficiency 
and fullness. The Lord is good to those who wait for Him.  
  
This passage is a beautiful portrait of fixing our hope on the character of God. I urge you to 
meditate on this passage. Notice the phrases "never cease" (i.e. lovingkindnesses) and "never 
fail" (i.e. compassions). Even when you are battling the inner struggles of discouragement or 
anxiety, God's character of lovingkindness (His covenant love and faithfulness) and compassion 
are uninterruped and toward you in that moment.  
  
Jeremiah then goes on to remind us of the immensity of God's grace--how can we complain in 
light of our sins? Our response to God at all times must be that of worship because of His great 
grace and redemption.  

  
Don't be blind to God's grace today. We have so much to give thanks for because God's 
mercies abound to us each day! 

  
For your joy! 
Pastor Ty  


